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One, a discussion of the principles and methods underlying the developmental
examination of behavior, is unchanged. Part Two, an analysis of defects and
deviations of development, has been expanded to include a section on congenital
abnormalities in connection with low-grade amentia; the chapter on convulsive
disorders has been revised, and includes additional material on epilepsy; a
discussion of visual cerebral injury has been added to this topic; the former
chapter on special sensory handicaps has been expanded into separate chapters on
blindness and deafness; the discussion of prematurity now includes sections
on the behavior development of the fetal infant and of the newborn. There are
data on prenatal rubella and the Rh factor as causative in certain of these de-
velopmental deviations. Case material is included to illustrate the new sections.
To Part Three, on the protection of early child development, a new chapter has
been added on developmental pediatrics. There are additional appendices of a
bibliography on developmental guidance and a discussion of professional training
for developmental pediatrics. From a practical standpoint, it should be added
that the present physical size of the book facilitates its handling and use as a
manual for diagnostic testing.
These additions have rendered even more valuable what was already an
extremely practical manual for the developmental examination of children up
to 42 months of age. It is gratifying to note that the authors have recognized
their responsibility in placing such specialized techniques for use by the un-
trained physician, not only in offering detailed description of examination
technique and graphic illustration of normative response, but also in their em-
phasis on cautious interpretation of results, which can best be expressed in their
own statement that "the behavior tests are not as simple nor as automatic as they
may have appeared. . . . [They are] diagnostic tools which must be applied
with finesse, and which become effective only as [the physician] can bring
a fund of clinical experience critically to bear."
It is to be expected that this volume should emphasize the diagnosis of
deviant behavior. From the standpoint of the diagnostician using the develop-
mental schedules, however, it would be a helpful reference if the book included
a brief description of the population on which the normative observations were
made and a statement of the reliability of the tests within that group, for which
the reader is referred elsewhere. -ELMER HENRY POITER
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The series of volumes on "Science in Progress" has become an established
landmark for all interested in the advances of science along many fronts. Like
earlier volumes, the present one presents a selection of lectures by eminent
authorities given under the auspices of Sigma Xi. Included are essays on such
diverse subjects as cancer, plant diseases, genes, hormones, the interior of the
earth, complement, the betatron, and such general topics as the future of
scientific research in the post-war world. The excellence of presentation, clarity,
and high scholarship commend this work both to the general public and to
the scientist. -M. TAGER